WARS AND REVOLUTIONS
The wars between European countries during the 18th century were not really about territory in Europe (though there was some of that, too); rather, they battled around trade and the power that came with colonial wealth. This economic warfare (the mercantilism that we explored in Module 1) fostered numerous conflicts, including the War of Austrian Succession and the Seven Years' War that were examined in Module 2, and it led to late-century crises as well - most notably the American Revolution and the French Revolution.
After the Seven Years' War, Great Britain argued that the colonies in America had caused the war and that, therefore, the colonists should pay for the war. (As it was, the people of England were already heavily taxed and couldn't bear the burden alone.) This began the path that led to revolution as, after a century or more of salutary neglect, the sudden attention to the colonies and her finances greatly upset the colonists - especially those who had been exposed to Enlightenment thought of philosophes such as Locke and Rousseau.

 REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS
"No taxation without representation" became a common, ironic cry, as it (inaccurately) claimed a different basis of historic representation in England. This eventually led to bloodshed, beginning at Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts in 1775 and (more or less) ending at Yorktown in 1781 with the victory of the colonists. Although the new United States of America won fewer battles than it lost, the British were tired and close to broke. After the defeat at Yorktown, public opinion turned against King George III whose attention was needed in England and not in the far-off colonies of North America.

 What did The Revolution prove? 

https://youtu.be/3EiSymRrKI4?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s

Precursors to the American Revolution:
https://youtu.be/Eytc9ZaNWyc?list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s

THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY
The French Revolution takes a radical and unexpected turn after 1792. Why did the French Revolution turn radical? How did Enlightenment ideals become a platform for tyranny? What forms did the radical phase take and what were the final results? What steps did the French revolutionaries take in 1783 through 1794 to ensure that there could be no return to the Old Regime? To what extent were they and were they not successful and why? Consider the following questions as you read Lecture 3C and watch the film clips:
Why did the French Revolution turn radical? What forms did the radical phase take and what were the final results?
Lecture 3C
The French Revolution: The Radical Stage, 1792 - 1794
Significance of the French Revolution
Emergence of the Guillotine
War with Austria & Birth of a Republic
Committee of Public Safety & "De-Christianization"
War on Several Fronts
The Great Terror & Robespierre's New Religion
Painter of the French Revolution: Political Art
REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS
The idealization (and realization) of ephemeral concepts such as liberty and freedom in the American Revolution had ramifications a decade later in France. The French Revolution was a time of chaos, but not disorder. Things moved so rapidly that many who lived through it struggled to keep up.  Read these lectures and watch the film clips until you can answer the questions below:
· What was French society and government like just before the French Revolution?
· What characteristics were most responsible for the upheaval that began in 1789?
· What were the major events of the French Revolution from 1789 through 1804?
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